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Abstract: One of the fundamental skills required for prepar-
ing for primary school is early writing readiness. This study 
aims to learn how kindergarten teachers view students’ early 
writing readiness. With a sample of 26 kindergarten teachers 
in Rengas Village, this research was carried out through a 
survey to promote the development of learning media prod-
ucts. According to the findings, 38.4% of teachers used assign-
ments, 34.6% used lectures, and 23.1% used demonstrations. 
The perception of instructors utilising children’s worksheets 
is at its highest rate of 42.3%, and perceptions of teachers 
using writing supplies such as pencils or crayons are at their 
highest rate of 50%. According to a review of the learning 
activities conducted at the start of class, playing account-
ed for 61.5% of all activities. Based on the survey’s findings, 
the researcher determined that the teacher’s preparations, 
including the choice of tactics, methods, and learning mate-
rial to be utilised, still needed to optimize the students’ writ-
ing skills. Fun writing exercises encourage children to write 
well and develop their enthusiasm for the written word. 
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A. Introduction

 Children’s readiness to enter elementary school requires 
academic and non-academic maturity. Writing is one 
academic maturity skill that children need. However, based 
on data from the Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and 
Child Protection in collaboration with the Central Statistics 
Agency (2018), the illiteracy rate of Indonesian children 
aged 5–6 years is still high at 49.84 per cent. Based on 
regional aspects, boys and girls in rural areas scored higher 
at 63.19 per cent compared to urban areas at 56.34 per cent.
 Writing is one of the skills children need to develop to 
get ready for elementary school. Eye and hand coordination 
are necessary for the complicated skill of writing (Browne, 
2007). Beginning writing with children requires fine 
motor skills. The most important thing to consider before 
children are taught to write the maturity and readiness of 
their motor functions. At first, the child holds the pencil by 
grasping the entire surface of the pencil, which is only used 
to make scribbles. Streaks that children scratch are forms of 
communication through writing to express desires, ideas, 
and feelings (Machado, 2016). Although writing is one of 
the essential activities to be carried out during the learning 
process, it should be noted that writing for kindergarten 
children is an introduction activity called “prewriting”.
 The stages of raising a child appear before the child 
reaches the age of 2 years (Dennis & Votteler, 2013). The 
first stage of writing done by children is to make graffiti 
(Brewer, 2007). Children holding stationery and making 
scribbles are part of the basis for writing readiness (Bruce 
& Spratt, 2013). The child explores making random streaks 
with the stationery he uses. Initially, the graffiti that the 
child draws does not yet have a shape, but as the child’s 
age develops, the child’s writing stages will develop.
 Writing in kindergarten is an introductory writing exercise 
activity (Jackman, 2012). In preschool, children are at the 
alphabetic writing stage (Jalongo, 2007). This stage arises 
after the child passes the pre-alphabetic writing stage at 1 to 
3 years old. Streaks that children make are no longer extended 
image symbols but take the form of letter symbols. Children 
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begin to write letters, numbers, or words, but the placement 
positions are still random. Preschoolers learn about letter 
shapes and sounds (Diamond & Baroody, 2013). Every 
sound word in a language has a different written form. The 
letters were then joined together to form words in patterns 
representing sound. Children need to understand letters 
with sounds to learn to write letters, write names, and spell 
(Cetin, 2015). Thus, the initial writing activity is carried out 
with a simple introduction concept and is done in stages.
 Teachers, as educators, need to have the correct 
perception of the characteristics and needs of children. 
According to Baker, Tichovolsky, Kupersmidt, Voegler-
Lee, and Arnold (2015), teacher perceptions influence 
children’s academic success. The correct perception can aid 
in achieving and smoothly operating learning objectives. 
Conversely, teachers’ perceptions that they do not 
understand the needs of children will hurt their development.
 Based on the results of observations at Kindergarten 
Harapan Ibu, Rengas Village, Ogan Ilir Regency, and South 
Sumatra Province, it was found that CALISTUNG learning is 
done with learning activities that are dominated by children’s 
worksheets. The application of pre-writing learning in 
kindergarten can be taught using the play principle. The teacher 
uses drill-based learning models to teach children writing skills.
 Suppose children are subjected to academic stress due to 
rushed pre-writing learning, using strategies and drill-based 
learning. Academic stress is a condition of physical, mental, or 
emotional disorders due to a mismatch between environmental 
demands and children’s abilities (Wulansuci & Kurniati, 2019). 
such as the demands of parents who want their children to be good 
writers or the requirements for admission to primary school.
 Based on the problems stated above, the researchers are 
very interested in  researching teacher perceptions that teach 
beginning writing. This study describes teachers’ perceptions 
of readiness to start writing in kindergarten. Research data 
was obtained from survey analysis regarding (1) teachers’ 
perceptions of learning strategies and methods; (2) teachers’ 
perceptions of aspects of media and learning resources; and 
(3) teachers’ perceptions of aspects of classroom management.
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B. Method

 This study aims to describe teachers’ perceptions 
regarding the readiness to write about children’s beginnings 
in kindergarten. The research method used was a descriptive 
survey with a questionnaire readiness to write. The research 
method used was a descriptive survey with a questionnaire. 
The survey analyzed teacher perceptions regarding learning 
strategies and methods, media and learning resources, and 
classroom management. The teachers who participated in 
this study were 26 teachers who taught kindergarten in 
Rengas Village, Ogan Ilir Regency, South Sumatra Province. 

C. Findings

 From the results of the distribution of questionnaires given 
to 26 kindergarten teacher respondents in Rengas Village, Ogan 
Ilir Regency, South Sumatra Province, the results of research 
on teacher perceptions in three aspects were obtained, namely 
teacher perceptions of learning methods, teacher perceptions 
of media and learning resources, and classroom management.

Teachers’ Perceptions About Learning Methods
The researcher surveyed to determine the teacher’s 

teaching method. According to the survey results, the 
assignment method (38.4%), lecture method (34.6%), or 
demonstration method (23.1%) was used by most teachers.
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Figure 1. Teacher’s Perception of Learning Methods
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Teacher Perceptions About Media and Learning Resources
 Based on the analysis results, it is known that the 
most significant percentage of 42.3% is the perception 
of teachers using children’s worksheet media, 30.7% is 
sand, and the lowest percentage is card letters (27%). 
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Figure 2. Teacher’s Perception of Media

Furthermore, based on the analysis results, it is known that 
the most significant percentage of teachers’ perceptions of using 
writing learning resources in the form of pencils or crayons is 50%, 
brushes or sticks are 26.9%, and children’s fingers are 23.1 %.
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Figure 3. Teacher’s Perception of Learning Resource
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Teacher Perceptions About Class Management

 According to an analysis of learning activities at the 
beginning of class, most activities were carried out by playing 
(61.5%), followed by coloring (27%), and storytelling (11.5%). 

Figure 4. Teacher’s Perception of Class Management

D. DISCUSSION

Teacher’s Perception of Learning Strategies
PAUD is an early education unit that provides the basic 

framework for forming and developing the foundations of 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills in children. After the child 
completes his education in PAUD, they continue to the next 
level: elementary school. Children will experience a transition 
period, which is challenging because there are various 
demands between PAUD and elementary school. During the 
transition period, children from PAUD to elementary school 
need preparation. Graue (2010) defines readiness as “the 
set of skills and dispositions loosely coupled with success in 
school.” Thus, remembering to write is a complex ability that 
requires readiness and the proper method for teaching it.
 A professional teacher needs to understand the meaning 
of perception. Perception is a way of looking at everyone 
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about the same thing, but each person interprets it differently 
(Piaget, 2010). Every teacher has different perceptions of 
each child. Therefore, the perspective of the teacher and the 
provision of stimulus differ between the teacher and the child.
 Ray and Smith (2010) expressed that the teacher’s 
perception is one of the essential elements and can 
influence the teacher’s teaching methods and behavior in 
the classroom. Children who get teaching from teachers who 
can manage perceptions appropriately positively impact 
the quality of their development and academic achievement 
(Auger, Farkas, & Burchinal, 2014). Motivation and attention 
given by the teacher during the initial writing activity 
encourage the child to keep trying to provide the best results.
 The environment influences early writing and requires 
a fun and meaningful writing approach (Bingham, Quinn, & 
Gerde, 2017). Writing skills can be introduced to children in a 
fun way and begin with more leisurely activities. Teachers can 
use play strategies to teach writing skills (Ihmeideh, 2015). 
Young children benefit from opportunities and freedom to 
develop their writing skills. In addition to strategy, teachers 
also need to apply appropriate learning methods for children. 
Learning with the lecture method differs from a proper 
method of learning. Teachers must position themselves 
as models, set examples, and guide children. In this case, 
children are more active in activities (Bingham et al., 2017.  
 Appropriate learning methods will influence children’s 
successful development. Although the teacher has implemented 
play-based activities, the play strategy needs to be supported 
by exciting learning methods. It is intended that children 
grow fond of and enjoy writing. Writing activities for early 
childhood are carried out gradually and repeatedly through 
direct practice (Campbell, Chen, Shenoy, & Cunningham, 2019). 
Depending on the child’s age and ability, teaching them to 
write in stages is carried out consistently. Early childhood 
should not be used to force children to write as a drilling 
technique. This is because forceful methods of instruction 
will make children uninterested in learning to write.
 Dhieni, Fridani, Muis, Yarmi, and Wulan (2013) revealed 
that the writing development strategy must be based on the 
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pleasant principle of hands-on learning. Hands-on learning 
is an activity where children can touch objects being learned, 
not just look at them. For example, touching the letters of 
the alphabet directly, and so on. This will be different if the 
child learns by looking at the teacher when she writes letters.

Teacher Perceptions About Media and Learning Resources

 The use of media and learning resources has an essential role 
as a form of conveying learning content to children. Media and 
learning resources such as scaffolding help optimize children’s 
abilities and development (Quinn, Gerde, & Bingham, 2016). 
The classroom environment should provide various media rich 
in print or letter symbols, such as letter cards, storybooks, and 
sensory boxes. Educational media relating to language skills 
can improve literacy development through knowledge about 
letters (Carr, Mokrova, Vernon-Feagans, & Burchinal, 2019).
 Based on the survey results, the highest percentage was 
42.3%, namely teachers using children’s worksheets. The 
lack of media and learning resources has made teachers take 
advantage of teaching initial writing using LKA. Learning 
to write using LKA too often will make children experience 
academic stress (Wulansuci & Kurniati, 2019). Therefore, the 
learning media users need to be varied so that children are 
motivated and eager to participate in the initial writing activities.
Children like writing activities on the sand (Curtis, 2002). 
Writing activities in the sand is more effective than using 
worksheet-based media. Sand is a medium found in 
early childhood learning. Playing in the sand can train 
a child’s tactile nerves, which helps fine motor skills. 
This is because the texture found in the sand turns on 
or stimulates the tactile nerve (Tassoni & Hucker, 2005).
 The environment of writing activities not only includes a 
pencil and paper but also includes providing media such as 
alphabet letter cards and word cards to support children’s 
early literacy growth (Zhang, Hur, Diamond, & Powell, 2015). 
In addition, researchers surveyed to determine the stationery 
used during writing activities. Based on the survey results, it 
is found that stationery, which is often used in the form of a 
pencil, is used by 30.8%, a brush or stick is used by 19.2%, 
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a child’s finger is used by 23.1%, and a crayon is used by 
26.9%. The development of children’s writing readiness can 
be done with various activities, both with and without tools. 
However, in principle, these activities must be attractive 
and adapted to the stages of age and abilities of children.
 One of the activities that can be carried out to optimize 
children’s writing skills is stimulating tactile nerves in the 
child’s fingers (Beaty, 2013). Tracing letters and writing in 
the sand involves kinesthetic and spatial-visual intelligence. 
This activity can help children imagine patterns, curves, and 
letter shapes. This image is formed between the coordination 
of psychomotor movements and the nerve regulating 
the proper brain movement (Fenech & Wilkins, 2017). 
 The teacher requires media during the learning process 
to create enjoyable learning activities. Media use is expected 
to build children’s interest and improve the quality of 
the learning process (Moses, Golos, & Bennett, 2015). 
 Learning media is a tool for communicating knowledge to the 
intended audience and the other way around. Designing media 
requires consideration of its applications and functions. Both 
inside and outside of the classroom, quality media can be utilized. 
As a result, engaging media is necessary for the learning process.

Teachers’ Perceptions About Managing Beginning Writing 
Classes

 The implementation of learning in kindergarten classes 
should be adjusted to the conditions and the development 
of the children’s characteristics. Teachers’ perceptions of 
children’s characteristics and development, particularly early 
writing, will impact teaching practices and child development 
(Nye & Sood, 2018). Based on the survey results, 61.5% of 
activities were carried out by playing. Child-centered learning 
with play activities is an activity that is characteristic of early 
childhood development (Thompson, 2019). Play is essential 
in early childhood learning and development (Marbina, 
2011). Learning through play supports the development 
of literacy and early numeracy skills in an integrated 
approach (Ihmeideh, 2015). Moreover, it can develop 
children’s social, emotional, physical, and creative skills.
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 Even though the teacher has done play activities, as many 
as 73.1% of the teachers revealed that they experienced 
obstacles when teaching children to start writing. This can 
be seen from the survey data regarding children’s reactions 
when participating in learning. The highest percentage of 
57.6% of children are not interested in learning, while the 
lowest percentage of 11.5% are very interested. Beginning 
writing instruction is done in a fun way so that children feel 
interested and comfortable and can participate in learning 
optimally. Learning that does not pay attention to children’s 
development will be a burden that impacts behavior and 
other psychological disorders (Ray & Smith, 2010). Among 
other behavioral disorders, children will experience rebellion, 
boredom, and even depression until they reach adulthood.
 The efforts made by the teacher to optimize the beginning 
of the child According to the survey results, 38.4% of teachers 
stimulated children’s fine motor skills again. Some activities 
stimulating a child’s tactile nerve by touching objects include 
squeezing, folding, cutting, drawing, playing with sand, 
and finger painting (Fisher & Terry, 1990). If a child’s fine 
motor skills develop optimally, the child can write fluently. 

E. Conclusion

 Early writing is the process of learning to write in 
kindergarten. Appropriate teacher perception is essential 
for maximizing a child’s writing abilities. A teacher’s 
perception can affect the strategies and actions he/she 
will use and influence successful child development.
 Through the participation of 26 kindergarten teachers in a 
survey research project in Rengas Village, Ogan Ilir Regency, South 
Sumatra Province, it was found that classroom management, 
media, learning resources, and instructional approaches were 
indicators of the three components of teachers’ perspectives.
 According to the findings, instructors’ beliefs regarding 
practicing writing before starting elementary school are 
accurate. But there are still issues with how the learning process 
is implemented. Therefore, for teachers to generate original 
media in the future that will aid in maximizing initial writing, 
they require technical supervision and media enrichment. Thus, 
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developing enjoyable writing exercises will interest children 
and makes them enjoy learning. Early childhood curriculum 
stimulation emphasizes providing enjoyable writing 
experiences so that later writing skills develop effectively.

References

Auger, A., Farkas, G., & Burchinal, M. R. (2014). Preschool Center 
Care Quality Effects on Academic Achievement: An 
Instrumental Variables Analysis. Developmental Psychology, 
50(12), 2559–2571. 

Baker, C. N., Tichovolsky, M. H., Kupersmidt, J. B., Voegler-Lee, M. 
E., & Arnold, D. H. (2015). Teacher (Mis)Perceptions Of 
Preschoolers’ Academic Skills: Predictors And Associations 
With Longitudinal Outcomes. Journal Of Educational 
Psychology, 107, 805-820. 

Beaty, J. J. (2013). Observasi Perkembangan Anak Usia Dini (Ketujuh 
ed.). Jakarta: Kencana Prenadamedia Group.

Bingham, G. E., Quinn, M. F., & Gerde, H. K. (2017). Examining 
early childhood teachers’ writing practices: Associations 
between pedagogical supports and children’s writing skills. 
Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 39, 35-46. doi:https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2017.01.002

Brewer, J. A. (2007). Introduction To Early Childhood Education: 
Preschool Through Primary Grades. United States of 
America: Pearson Education, Inc.

Browne, A. (2007). Teaching and Learning Communication, 
Language And Literacy (First ed.). British: Paul Chapman 
Educational Publishing.

Bruce, T., & Spratt, J. (2013). Essentials Of Literacy From 0-7: A 
Whole-Child Approach To Communication, Language, And 
Literacy: Sage.

Campbell, K., Chen, Y.-J., Shenoy, S., & Cunningham, A. E. (2019). 
Preschool children’s early writing: repeated measures 
reveal growing but variable trajectories. Reading Writing, 
32(4), 939-961. 



362 Gustiana Yuantini, Yuni Dwi Suryani

Carr, R. C., Mokrova, I. L., Vernon-Feagans, L., & Burchinal, M. 
R. (2019). Cumulative classroom quality during pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten and children’s language, 
literacy, and mathematics skills. Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, 47, 218-228. 

Cetin, O. S. (2015). A Study On Preschool Children’s Name Writing 
And Writing Readiness Skills. Educational Research 
Reviews, 10(5), 512-522. 

Cunningham, D. D. (2010). Relating Preschool Quality To Children’s 
Literacy Development. Early Childhood Education Journal, 
37, 501–507. 

Curtis, A. (2002). A curriculum for The Pre-School Child Learning to 
Learn (Second ed.). United States: Taylor & Francis.

Dennis, L. R., & Votteler, N. K. (2013). Preschool Teachers And 
Children’s Emergent Writing: Supporting Diverse 
Learners. Early Childhood Education Journal, 41(6), 439-
446. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-012-0563-4

Dhieni, N., Fridani, L., Muis, A., Yarmi, G., & Wulan, S. (2013). Metode 
pengembangan bahasa (Pertama ed.). Tanggerang Selatan: 
Universitas Terbuka.

Diamond, K. E., & Baroody, A. E. (2013). Associations Among 
Name Writing And Alphabetic Skills In Prekindergarten 
And Kindergarten Children At Risk Of School Failure. 
Journal of Early Intervention, 35(1), 20-39. doi:https://doi.
org/10.1177%2F1053815113499611

Falconer, L. (2010). Encouraging Preschoolers’ Early Writing 
Efforts. Exchange.

Fenech, M., & Wilkins, D. P. J. T. A. E. R. (2017). Representations 
Of Childcare In The Australian Print Media: An Exploratory 
Corpus-Assisted Discourse Analysis. The Australian 
Educational Researcher, 44(2), 161-190. doi:https://doi.
org/10.1007/s13384-016-0225-4

Fisher, C. J., & Terry, C. (1990). Children’s Language And The 
Language Arts. United States of America: Allyn and Bacon.



363ThufuLA: Jurnal Inovasi Pendidikan Guru Raudhatul Athfal

Gerde, H. K., Skibbe, L. E., Wright, T. S., & Douglas, S. N. (2019). 
Evaluation of Head Start Curricula for Standards-Based 
Writing Instruction. Early Childhood Education Journal, 
47(1), 97-105. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-018-
0906-x

Graue, E. (2010). The Answer Is Readiness-Now What Is The 
Question? Early Education Development, 17(1), 43-56. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1207/s15566935eed1701_3

Ihmeideh, F. (2015). The Impact Of Dramatic Play Centre On 
Promoting The Development Of Children’s Early Writing 
Skills. European Early Childhood Education Research 
Journal, 23(2), 250-263. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/13502
93X.2014.970848

Jackman, H. L. (2012). Early Education Curriculum: A Child’s 
Connection To The World, International Edition (Fifth ed.). 
United State of America: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Jalongo, M. R. (2007). Early Childhood Language Arts. United State 
of America: Pearson Education, Inc.

Kirk, E. W., & Clark, P. (2016). Beginning With Names: Using 
Children’s Names To Facilitate Early Literacy Learning. 
Childhood Education, 81(3), 139-144. doi:https://doi.org/1
0.1080/00094056.2005.10522257

KPPPA. (2018). Profil Anak Indonesia 2018. Retrieved from Jakarta: 
https://www.kemenpppa.go.id/lib/uploads/list/74d38-buku-
pai-2018.pdf

Machado, J. M. (2016). Early childhood experiences in language arts: 
Early literacy (Eleventh ed.). Canada: Cengage Learning.

Marbina, L., Church, A., & Tayler, C. (2011). Victorian early years 
learning and development framework: Evidence paper: 
Practice principle 6: Integrated teaching and learning 
approaches. 

Morrow, L. M. (2007). Literacy Development In The Early Years 
(Second ed.). United State of America: Allyn & Bacon.

Moses, A. M., Golos, D. B., & Bennett, C. M. (2015). An Alternative 
Approach To Early Literacy: The Effects of ASL In 
Educational Media On Literacy Skills Acquisition For 



364 Gustiana Yuantini, Yuni Dwi Suryani

Hearing Children. Early Childhood Education Journal, 43(6), 
485-494. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-015-0690-9

Nye, J. A., & Sood, D. (2018). Teachers’ perceptions of needs and 
supports for handwriting instruction in kindergarten. The 
Open Journal of Occupational Therapy, 6(2), 6. 

Piaget, J. (2010). The Psychology Of Child (M. Jannah, Trans.). 
Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar.

Puranik, C. S., Lonigan, C. J., & Kim, Y.-S. (2011). Contributions Of 
Emergent Literacy Skills To Name Writing, Letter Writing, 
And Spelling In Preschool Children. Early Childhood 
Research Quarterly, 26(4), 465-474. doi:https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2011.03.002

Quinn, M. F., Gerde, H. K., & Bingham, G. E. (2016). Help Me Where 
I Am: Scaffolding Writing in Preschool Classrooms. The 
Reading Teacher, 70(03). doi:10.1002/trtr.1512

Ray, K., & Smith, M. C. (2010). The Kindergarten Child: What 
Teachers And Administrators Need To Know To Promote 
Academic Success In All Children. Early Childhood Education 
Journal, 38(1), 5-18. 

Tassoni, P., & Hucker, K. (2005). Planning play and the early years. 
Oxford: Heinemann.

Thompson, M. J. (2019). An Interpretative Phenomenological 
Analysis of Urban Pennsylvania Kindergarten Teacher 
Beliefs and Experiences with Play as a Developmentally 
Appropriate Practice. (Doctoral Dissertation), Northcentral 
University, ProQuest. 

Wasik, B. A., & Hindman, A. H. (2011). Improving Vocabulary 
And Pre-Literacy Skills Of At-Risk Preschoolers Through 
Teacher Professional Development. Journal Of Educational 
Psychology, 103(2), 455-469. 

Wulansuci, G., & Kurniati, E. (2019). Pembelajaran Calistung 
(Membaca, Menulis, Berhitung) Dengan Resiko Terjadinya 
Stress Akademik Pada Anak Usia Dini. Tunas Siliwangi: 
Jurnal Program Studi Pendidikan Guru PAUD STKIP Siliwangi 
Bandung, 5(1), 38-44. 



365ThufuLA: Jurnal Inovasi Pendidikan Guru Raudhatul Athfal

Zhang, C., Hur, J., Diamond, K. E., & Powell, D. (2015). Classroom 
Writing Environments And Children’s Early Writing Skills: 
An Observational Study In Head Start Classrooms. Early 
Childhood Education Journal, 43(4), 307-315. doi:https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10643-014-0655-4



366 Gustiana Yuantini, Yuni Dwi Suryani

This page intentionally left blank


