ljitimaiya : Journal of Social Science and Teaching
https://journal.iainkudus.ac.id/index.php/ljitimaia
P-ISSN: 2580-8990; E-ISSN: 2720-9245

Vol. 8 No. 2 Tahun 2024 | 149 - 164
10.21043/ji.v8i2.29133

Strengthening The Profil Pelajar Pancasila Through Project Citizen: A Case
Study at SMP Negeri 21 Semarang

Masrukhi
Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang Indonesia

masrukhi@mail.unnes.ac.id

Tutik Wijayanti
Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang Indonesia

tutikwijayanti@mail.unnes.ac.id

Didi Pramono
Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang Indonesia

didipramono@mail.unnes.ac.id

Hendri Irawan
Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang Indonesia

irawanhendriirawan10@gmail.com

Muhammad Andi Kurniawan
Universitas Negeri Semarang, Semarang Indonesia

mandikurniawan@students.unnes.ac.id

149


https://journal.iainkudus.ac.id/index.php/Ijtimaia
mailto:masrukhi@mail.unnes.ac.id
mailto:tutikwijayanti@mail.unnes.ac.id
mailto:didipramono@mail.unnes.ac.id
mailto:irawanhendriirawan10@gmail.com
mailto:mandikurniawan@students.unnes.ac.id

Masrukhi, Tutik Wijayanti, Didi Pramono, Hendri Irawan, and Muhammad Andi
Kurniawan

Abstract

This study has the main objective in internalizing the Pancasila Student
Profile, namely Indonesian students as lifelong learners who have global
competence and behave in accordance with the ethics, character, and
values of Pancasila. The Pancasila Student Profile has six main
characteristics, namely, faith, devotion to God Almighty, and noble
character, global diversity, mutual cooperation, independence, critical
thinking, and creativity at SMP N 21 Semarang. These six characteristics
are strategically arranged which are oriented towards improving the
quality of Indonesian human resources while adhering to cultural progress
that reflects the personality of the nation through clean, effective and
trusted governance. This study uses a qualitative approach method with
data collection techniques obtained through observation, interviews,
documentation and literature studies. Data analysis was carried out using
the Miles and Huberman interactive analysis model. The data validity
checking technique uses source triangulation. The results of this study
indicate that, in realizing Pancasila students, it can be attempted in
various ways, one of which is through the citizen project as an effort to
strengthen the Pancasila student profile. Project citizen is a problem-based
instructional treatment to optimize the affective, cognitive, and
psychomotor dimensions, social awareness attitudes, citizenship
character, and encourage student participation in solving socio-cultural
problems that occur in society. Project Citizen is a positive activity, and also
supports students in building their character and good behavior in
accordance with the mandate of the Pancasila values reflected in all
aspects of life.

Keywords: Inspiration Class, Pancasila Student Profile, Project Citizen,
Storybooks

A. Introduction

The rapid advancement of technology brings many changes to every aspect of
human life (Irawan 2024). One of the areas affected is social and cultural, where there
is a shift in values within society towards modern values. This change impacts all age
groups, particularly adolescents or children. Danuri, M. (2019) states that adolescence
is a transitional period, which is the transition from childhood to adulthood, typically
ranging from ages 12 to 15 years. During this transitional phase, adolescents coming
from childhood undergo changes in physical, biological, cognitive, and behavioral
aspects. One of the characteristics of this age is a high curiosity, where adolescents enjoy
trying new things and searching for their identity, making it a crucial period. In the
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current era of digitalization, the problems arising from the shift in values are increasingly
prevalent, especially among adolescents (Irawan 2023; Irawan and Istianah 2023). Such
as the decline in mutual care, increasingly free social interactions, bullying, low
responsibility, and lack of participation in the community.

To foster the diverse potential of every student in line with current
advancements, it is essential to have a suitable learning design. In response, the
government has introduced several innovations in education, particularly in curriculum
development. Currently, Indonesia is implementing the 2013 curriculum, which is
tailored to meet the demands of the 21st century. This curriculum aims to equip
students with the necessary skills for this era. Essentially, the goal of the 2013 curriculum
is to address modern educational challenges by producing graduates who are
competitive, innovative, collaborative, and possess strong character. As noted by Abidin
(2014), achieving this goal requires education to not only expand knowledge but also
focus on developing students' creative, critical thinking, communicative abilities, and
character formation (Braun, Miller-Seitz, and Sydow 2012; Fajri, Yusuf, and Mohd Yusoff
2021).

In the 21st century, education plays a crucial role in ensuring that students
acquire learning and innovation skills, the capability to effectively use technology and
information media, as well as the ability to apply their life skills to succeed and adapt in
their environments (Guo et al. 2019; Shafi et al. 2021; Xia, Ding, and Yuan 2022). Trilling
and Fadel (2009) state that the critical skills required for success in the 21st century
include learning and innovation skills, which consist of key competencies such as critical
thinking, problem-solving, communication, collaboration, creativity, and innovation.
Another important focus of 21st-century education is the ability to master media,
information, and technology (ICT), which involves literacy, effective use of media, and
the application of information and communication technologies (Fasya, Wiranti, and
Hamidaturrohmah 2024; Korkmazyurek 2022; Luo et al. 2023; Zhang et al. 2023) .

If not properly and effectively addressed, these problems will continue to
worsen and threaten the future of the Indonesian nation. One effective way to address
these challenges is by implementing character education strengthening in schools. This
approach is particularly important as modernity introduces new values that are
gradually diminishing the character values of today's youth (Aga 2024; Korkmazyurek
and Korkmazyurek 2023; Morkan et al. 2023; Zhao, Lu, and Liu 2024). The Ministry of
Education and Culture has introduced the Pancasila Student Profile as a framework for
developing high-quality human resources, aimed at optimizing the demographic bonus.
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This effort is essential for realizing the nation's vision of becoming a prosperous and just
society, as envisioned by the Founding Fathers, with all development efforts rooted in
the noble principles of Pancasila (Rachmawati et al. 2022; Safitri, Wulandari, and
Herlambang 2022; Siraj et al. 2022; Syafri et al. 2022; Wijayanti et al. 2023).

The Pancasila Student Profile depicts Indonesian students as lifelong learners
with global competencies who uphold ethical behavior, strong character, and the values
of Pancasila (Irawati et al. 2022; Purnamasari and Ysh 2022; Santoso et al. 2023; Saputra
et al. 2023; Wahidah et al. 2023). The Pancasila Student Profile consists of six key traits:
devotion to God Almighty, noble character, respect for global diversity, a spirit of
cooperation, independence, and strong critical and creative thinking abilities. These
traits are strategically designed to improve the quality of Indonesia's human resources
while promoting cultural advancement that reflects the nation's identity, supported by
clean, efficient, and reliable governance (Mahmudiyah and Mulyadi 2021; Mulyasana et
al. 2020)

Each aspect of the Pancasila Student Profile reflects the core values of Pancasila,
which form the philosophical foundation and guiding principles of Indonesian society
(Mery et al. 2022; Nur and Laili 2023; Purnamasari and Ysh 2022). This concept stems
from the goal of shaping Indonesian students with strong moral character in their
relationship with God Almighty, by understanding and practicing their religious
teachings in daily life in line with the noble values of Pancasila. It also seeks to nurture
students who can uphold their cultural heritage, local traditions, and identity as citizens
of Indonesia (Hamzah et al. 2022; Kahfi 2022; Safitri, Wulandari, and Herlambang 2022;
Sulastri et al. 2022). They should demonstrate empathy, engage openly with different
cultures, and foster mutual respect and tolerance. Furthermore, they should be able to
collaborate effectively in group activities, working collectively and voluntarily to ensure
tasks are completed efficiently and with ease. This approach promotes the development
of independent students who take responsibility for their own learning and outcomes
(Gusteti, M. U., & Neviyarni, N. 2022).

The application of the Pancasila Student Profile within the educational context
is grounded in four key pillars: technological progress, socio-cultural factors,
environmental concerns, and increasingly dynamic interactions, particularly in the
workforce. The main goal of implementing the Pancasila Student Profile is to cultivate a
young generation that reflects the character and values of Pancasila, equipping them to
compete effectively on the global stage, as specified in the Ministerial Regulation
(Handoyo et al. 2021; Irawan and Masyitoh 2023; Irawan, Masyitoh, and Sundawa 2023).
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According to the Education and Culture Ministry of the Republic of Indonesia
Number 22 of 2020, by embodying the Pancasila Student ideals, Indonesia's youth will
possess global competencies that are comparable to those of students from other
countries, while also demonstrating positive behavior that aligns with the values of
Pancasila, which should be reflected in every aspect of life (Irawan and Firdaus 2021;
Irawan, Hermawan, and Wijayanti 2021). This will undoubtedly help cultivate
competitive Indonesian students who maintain their virtues in life. To actualize the
Pancasila Student Profile, various initiatives can be undertaken, including the
implementation of Project Citizen to reinforce the Pancasila Student Profile among
students at SMP N 21 Semarang.

B. Research Method

This study employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive qualitative research
design. This method is used to gather descriptive data, consisting of written or spoken
words from the individuals being observed (Sugiyono 2020). This research employs
descriptive qualitative methods to offer a detailed analysis of Project Citizen as a tool
for enhancing the Pancasila Student Profile among students at SMP N 21 Semarang.
Utilizing a qualitative approach allows for a clearer description of the research topic
along with pertinent theoretical frameworks (Kurniawan et al., 2023). The research is
conducted at SMP N 21 Semarang. This location was selected because SMP N 21
Semarang is one of the schools that has successfully implemented the Independent
Curriculum, achieving commendable outcomes. It is anticipated to serve as a model for
other schools in their efforts to enhance the Pancasila Student Profile. The emphasis of
this study is determined by the significance, urgency, and feasibility of the issues to be
explored, including detailed explanations of the dimensions that form the core focus of
the research topic (Sugiyono 2014). Therefore, this study is focused on explaining in
detail Project Citizen as a means of strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile among
students at SMP N 21 Semarang.

Data collection was carried out using data collection techniques from primary
data sources through observation, interviews, and documentation, as well as secondary
data sources obtained from books, journals, scientific articles, and relevant research
documents (Moleong 2018). In analyzing the research data, the interactive data analysis
model of Miles & Huberman was used, which consists of four stages of research data
analysis activities that begin with: 1) Data Collection; 2) Data Reduction; 3) Display Data;
4) Conclusion Drawing/Verification (Sugiyono 2013).
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Additionally, data triangulation is employed to confirm the accuracy of the
information by cross-referencing data collected from various sources, including
observations, interviews, and literature reviews. In this phase, the researcher compares
direct observation results with insights from teachers and students gathered through
interviews. For instance, this involves checking whether the observations on student
participation in discussions correspond with their views on how Project Citizen impacts
their understanding of Pancasila. Furthermore, the insights from interviews and
literature reviews are aligned with the information obtained from the interviews and
then verified against existing theories and research in the literature to ensure that the
findings are backed by academic sources (Creswell 2016; Mamik 2015; Sutikno and
Hadisaputra 2020).

Observations were carried out at SMP N 21 Semarang in classrooms containing
30 to 35 students. The classroom environment facilitated group interactions during the
implementation of Project Citizen. Data collection took place over three months, from
August to October, following a predetermined schedule for both observations and
interviews. The thematic analysis process outlined can be utilized by other researchers
to conduct similar studies in different schools or on various topics, thereby enhancing
the external validity of this research.

C. Disscussions

The Merdeka Curriculum is an educational model aimed at allowing students and
educators to engage in learning and teaching with greater flexibility, independence, and
creativity (Irawan, Masyitoh, Rahmat, Darmawan, Anggraeni, et al. 2024). Its
implementation seeks to cultivate a generation equipped to tackle future challenges by
fostering relevant competencies, critical thinking abilities, creativity, and strong
character (Wijayanti et al. 2022). In the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum,
teachers play the role of learning facilitators rather than just material deliverers.
Teachers are given the freedom to design and adjust learning activities according to the
needs, potentials, and interests of the students, making learning more meaningful and
contextual. This allows students to explore various topics in depth, learn from direct
experiences, and connect lesson materials to real-life situations, which can be facilitated
through Project Citizen (Irawan, Masyitoh, Rahmat, Darmawan, and Anggraeni 2024;
Wijayanti et al. 2023; Wijayanti and Kurniawan 2023)

Project Citizen is a problem-based learning initiative designed to improve
students' knowledge of civic engagement at both community and national levels.
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Through this program, students are taught to recognize challenges or issues within their
surroundings, explore potential solutions, and develop policies to resolve those
problems (Fasya, et al. 2024). This program motivates students to participate actively in
the democratic process by investigating public issues, analyzing relevant data, creating
action plans, and presenting their proposed solutions to officials or the wider
community. Moreover, Project Citizen fosters the development of critical thinking,
communication, and teamwork skills, while also raising students' awareness of social
responsibility and citizenship (Gumelar et al. 2023).

Through Project Citizen, students can understand their roles as active citizens
and contribute to solving societal problems with a creative approach, thereby reflecting
the Profile of Pancasila Students. To achieve this goal, all parties must collaborate and
contribute to designing activities that support the habituation of the Pancasila student
profile. One such initiative is being implemented by the Universitas Negeri Semarang
Service Team, which has designed a citizenship project called “Social Action Movement.”
The Citizenship Project is aimed at instilling attitudes of care, mutual assistance, respect,
and helping others among students. To implement this project, the Unnes service team
collaborates with SMP Negeri 21 Semarang (Dharma and Siregar 2014; Monika, Suastika,
and Sanjaya 2023; Ravitz et al. 2012)

SMP Negeri 21 Semarang is one of the schools located in Semarang City,
specifically in the Banyumanik District. This school has unique characteristics due to its
fairly heterogeneous diversity, making the implementation of the “Social Action
Movement” highly appropriate. The community service activity was conducted on
Friday, August 10, 2023, with the following details: students were first given a stimulus
regarding “The Goals of the Merdeka Curriculum, what the Profile of Pancasila Students
is, and how it is implemented.” These three questions served as an initial stimulus to
provide knowledge to the students, facilitated through the following activities.
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Figure 1. Social Action Program
Source: Processed by the Researcher, 2024

1. Delivery of Material on Character

The participants in this community service activity were 33 students from class
8D at SMPN 21 Semarang. The characteristics of these students made them an ideal fit
for the program's objectives. The Principal of SMPN 21 Semarang officially opened and
welcomed the initiative. The community service spanned several weeks, with the first
stage focused on providing stimulating materials related to character education,
connected to the Pancasila student profile. The content was delivered in an engaging
and innovative way, using explanation methods, video screenings, and case discussions.
The service team started with a concise introduction to the material, followed by videos
showcasing the practice of caring character in society (Masrukhi et al. 2024). After
viewing the videos, students were given time to discuss real-life cases that illustrated
the application of caring character traits.

2. Creation of Social Action

Upon completing the first stage, the service team explained the assignment to
the students, which involved carrying out social actions aimed at helping those in their
local communities. These activities included assisting neighbors, participating in
neighborhood watch programs, and engaging in community service, particularly during
August, Indonesia’s Independence month, when such activities are common. The
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students were asked to document their social actions in short videos using various
available platforms. They were given two weeks to complete these activities within their
communities.

3. Monitoring and Evaluation

At this stage, monitoring and evaluation were conducted. This monitoring and
evaluation aim to supervise, assess, and improve aspects related to the production of
social action videos carried out by students of SMPN 21 Semarang as part of the citizen
project, focusing on strengthening the caring character among students in educational
institutions in Semarang City and even Indonesia. Consequently, this will create
excellent and high-achieving generations within the Faculty of Social Sciences at
Semarang State University.

According to the explanation, strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile can be
accomplished through civic projects that engage students in real-life community
activities. These projects allow students to foster a spirit of collaboration, develop
empathy, and enhance critical and creative thinking skills in addressing various social
issues. By actively participating in these social initiatives, students learn to become
virtuous, independent individuals who value diversity, in line with the Pancasila
principles applied in their everyday lives (Wijayanti et al. 2021; Wijayanti and Kurniawan
2023).

The implementation of the Citizen Project at SMP N 21 Semarang has made a
notable contribution to strengthening the Pancasila Student Profile, particularly by
involving students in social and political issues relevant to their daily lives. This program
creates opportunities for students to engage in decision-making, participate in critical
discussions, and take concrete actions to address problems in their community, aligning
with key dimensions of the Pancasila Student Profile, such as critical thinking,
collaboration, independence, and appreciation for global diversity. However, the
program also encounters several challenges and limitations that impact its short-term
effectiveness and long-term potential.
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Challenges in the Implementation of the Citizen Project at SMP N 21 Semarang
1. Time Constraints

The limited time allocation in the curriculum makes several stages of the project
rushed, causing students to lack in-depth understanding of the issues they choose

2. Technology Access

Some students lack sufficient access to technology, such as computers and the
internet, resulting in inequalities in data collection and project completion.

3. Teacher Roles

Teachers often face difficulties in balancing their roles as formal content
instructors and project facilitators. Time and resource limitations make it challenging for
teachers to provide optimal guidance for each student group.

Addressing these challenges will enhance the quality of implementation and the
long-term effectiveness of Project Citizen.

D. Conclusions

The Merdeka Curriculum creates opportunities for students and teachers to
engage in the learning process with greater flexibility, independence, and creativity. In
this framework, teachers serve as facilitators, while students are encouraged to explore
meaningful and relevant learning experiences, such as through the Project Citizen
initiative. This program enables students to identify, evaluate, and resolve social issues
within their communities, thereby fostering critical thinking, creativity, and a sense of
social responsibility and citizenship. The implementation of Project Citizen is exemplified
by the "Social Action Movement" carried out by the Service Team from Semarang State
University in partnership with SMPN 21 Semarang. Through this initiative, students
participate in practical activities that promote empathy, collaboration, and enhance
their critical and creative thinking skills. These activities not only reinforce the Pancasila
Student Profile but also help students grow into ethical, self-reliant individuals who
value diversity in everyday life.Future studies could focus on assessing the long-term
effects of Project Citizen on students' civic behavior. Moreover, regular evaluations
should be performed to improve the efficacy of this learning approach. For broader
implementation, it is recommended that other schools adopt Project Citizen to
maximize its positive impact. The program can be integrated into civic education (PPKn)
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to strengthen the embodiment of Pancasila values across different social and
environmental contexts.
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